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Accounts of the Revival of Religion : in Bofton, 
continued, 


HE Péople feem’d to love to hear us more than 
ever: The Weekly Tuefday Evening Leétures at 
~ the Church in Brattle-Street were much crowded 
and not fufficient: April 17.1741, another Lec- 

ture was therefore opened every Friday Evening at the South 
Church; when a feafonable Difcourfe was given by the Rev. 
Dr. Sewall from Fob. xvi. 8: And foon after; another 
Ledture every Tuefday and Friday Evening was opened at the 
New-North ; three of the moft capacious Houfes of public 
Worfhip in Town ; the leaft of which I fuppofe will hold 
three a People. Befides the ancient Lefture every 
Thur fday Noon at the Old Church ; and other Leciures in 
other Churches. 

Dr. Sewaill’s Difcourfe, with three other excellent Ser 
mons on the fame Tet were foon after publifhed. In the 
firft of which he fays, Page 20. ‘ As more lately, we 
“have receiv’d good News of this Kind from more diftant 
Places upon thisContinent ; fo I can’t bat hope thatGon’s 
fending one and another of his Servants among us who had 
been perfonally acquainted with thefe later wonderful 
Works of Grace, together with their very laborious and 
fervent Preaching, and the Miniftry of others his Servants ; 
has been blefs’d to convinee many of their Sins, X awaken 
them toa fetious Concern about their Souls. Yea, it is 
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Home to Chrift. Let us give the Praife to the Gop of 
all Grace.’ In the /econd he fays, p. 06. * To conclude, 
Let us with humble Thankfulnefs behold that remarkab/e 
Work of Grace which | truft Gop is carrying on in this 
Town and other Places; and be encouraged to feek the 
Lord more earneftly, that his Kingdom may come with 
Power by the more plentiful Effufions of his holy Spirit ; 
and that the Lord would rebuke Satan in all his Attempts 
to binder or reproach this Work, and bruife bim under ow 
Feet. Let us blefs Gop for his Spirit and Grace mani- 
fefted in and with his Servants that have preached the Gof- 
pel among us, and for the great Succefs which has attended 
their painful Labours.’ In the fourth he fays, pag. laf, 
And let fuch as are under good Impreftions from the Spi- 
rit, take Heed to themfelves, and beware of Apoftacy. 0 
ponder thofe awful Words! A any Man draw back, my 
Soul fhall have no Pleafure in him, Heb. 10. 38. But ii 
there fhould come a falling away refpeCting /ome that have 
promifed fair, let us not be fhaken in Mind as if the main 
Work was not of Gop ; nor take up an evil Report againg 
it. Scripture and Experience warn us to fear and prepare 
for fuch a Trial.’ 
And in the Preface he fays, * It bath pleafed the fovereign 
and gracious God, im whofe diand cur Tires are, to ordain 
that we should live under fome peeuliar Advantages for 
our precious Souls. For to the ordinary Means, we have 
fuper-added the Manifeftation of the Spirit, in extraordi- 
nary Works ot Grace. We have lately heard glad Tidings 
from one Place and another, that many are enquiring the 
Way to Zion, with their Faces thitherward ; and fome 
are declaring what God hath done for their Souls. Yea, 
God hath brought this Work Home to our own Doors, 
and we hear many crying out, What muff we do to be faved | 
And there are a@ Number hopefully rejoicing in God's Sal- 
vation. Of fuch a Seafon as this ic may well be faid, / 
have beard thee in a Time accepted, and in the Day of Saive- 
tion have 1 fuccoured thee: Bebold, Now is the accepted Time, 
Rebold, Now is the Day of Salvation. 1 hope God’s Pee- 
ple are rcaping the Fruit of their Prayers, particularly on 
extraordinary Days of Fatting obferv’d with am efpecial 
View to this great Bleffing, the pleatiful Effufion yes 
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holy Spirit. O there’s great Reafon to frar that another 
like Seafon will never, never return upon you. © ©) eper! 
Awake, and hearken, there’s a Noite, and a Shaking 
* among the dry Bones. Some it may be of your own Ac- 
‘ quaintance, fecure like you a little while ago, are now in 
* deep Concern, and can no longer relith thofe carnal Plea- 
¢ fures in which you were Companions. Now, DeftruGion 
* from God isa Terror to them, and they are Aeeing from 
* the Wrath to come. What a Reproof doth God ge to 
* your Stupidity in the Awakenings of others? And here, 
‘ seams Uh with whom the Spirit is ftriving at this Day, 
‘ we many of our young Peeple. O our Chikiren | 
* God is drawing nigh to you in a diftinguifhing Manner&c.’ 

Nor were the People fatished with al] thefe Leétures: But 
as private Societies for religious Exerci/es, both of younger and 
elder Perfons, both of Males and Females by themlelves, in 
feveral Parts of the Town, now increafed to a much greater 
Number than ever, viz. to aear the Number of Thirty, meet- 
ing on Lerd’s- Dav, Monday, Wedne/day and Thur (day E ven- 
ings ; fo the People were conftantly employing the Minilters 
to pray and preach at thofe Societies, as alfu at many privete 
Houfes where no form’d Society met: And fuchNumbers 
flocked to hear us as greatly crowded them, as we!) as more 
than ufually fill’d our Houfes of publick Worfhip both on 
Lord’s- Days and Leétures, efpecially Evening Lectures, for 
about a Twelvemonth after. 

Some of our Minifters, to oblige the People, have fome- 
times preached in publick and private, at one Houfe or ano 
ther, even every Evening, except after Saturday, for a Mf et 
together : And the more we pray’d and preach'd, the more 
enlarged were our Hearts, and the more delightful the bm- 
ployment. And O how many, how ferious and attentive 
were our Hearers ' How many ewatened and hopefusly con 
verted by their Minifters!' And how many of fuch added 
foon to our Churches, as we hope will be faved eternally ’ 


Scarce a Sermon feem'd to be preached w::hout fome good 
impreffions. 

As to the Church to which I belong --- Within S« Alone: 
from the End of ‘Jan. 1740,1. were Three/core ) in'd to our 
Communicants : the greater Part of whém yave a more exact 
Account of the Weré of the Spinit of Giron on ther Souls 
in Efiétual Calling, as defcribed in the Walminjler Aifemoh's 
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foorter Catechi/m, than 1 was wont to meet with before: Be- 
fides many others | could not but have Charity for, who re- 
frained from coming to the Table of CurisT for want of a 
fatisfying View of the Work of Renovation in them. Mr, 
Tennent being fo exceeding ftrict in cautioning People from 
running into Churches, taking the facred Covenant, and re- 
ceiving the Lord’s Supper the Seal thereof, ’till they had 
faving Grace; that diverfe brought to very hopeful Difpofi- 
tions, vea, fome [ doubt not, to embrace the SAVIOUR in 
all his Offices, were through Fear and Darknefs kept from 
coming intofull Communion, Or otherwife, many more | 
believe, would have enter’d ; who had they the like Experi- 
ences a Year before, |doubt not would have readily offered 
themfelves, and we fhould have as readily receiv’d them, and 
would now, as ome of the moft hopeful Chriftians. So far 
did Mr. Tennent’s awakening Miniftry fhake their Hopes and 
hinder them, that thofe whom | apprehended ta be thir/ly, 
and thought my felf obliged to encourage, I found the Im- 
preffions of his Preaching had difcouraged. 

Yea, fome who had been in fu/l Communion were made fo 
fufpicious of themfelves, as to refrain partaking ; and I had 
no fmall Pains to remove their Scruples. For as to my own 
Opinion --- It feems to me, that where there is a@ Vhirft for 
Curist and bis {piritual Benefits, that Thirft zs raz/ed by the 
Spirit of Curist : And in raifing [uch a Thirkt, be guali- 
fies for them, fhows his Readine/s to fariate it, invites, requires, 
and gives fufficient Grounds far coming to him at thefe Pipes of 
living Waters ; tho’ we mayn’t be fure whether this Thirtt 
arifes from a renewed Heart or no: And thither therefore foould 
we come with a humble Senfe of our [mptine/s and Unworthi- 
nefs, and with our thirfly Souls reaching forth te Him, to re- 
ceive from his open, offered and overflowing Fulne/s. If lam 
miftaken, I defire to fee it. 

However, in many of thefe People, their Convié?ions in a 
Judgment of Charity, appeared by the fame Spirit to be 
carried further than an awakening View of their Sins, their 
Sinfulnefs and Mifery ; even to what the AlJembly’s Catechi/m 
agreeable to Scripture, calls an enlightening their Minds inthe 
Knowledge of CHRIST, or clear, lively and attractive Views 
of his perfect SuitablenefS, All-fufficiency and Willingnefs 
as the Son of Gop incarnateand Adedtator, to receive them, 
and by his Merits, Interceflion, Grace and Spirit to recon- 
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in New-England. 397 
cile them to the holy Gop, and fave and make them com- 
pleatly and eternally holy and happy, tho’ now the Chief of 
Sinners: And in fuch Views as thefe he melted their frozen 
Hearts, renewed their Wiils, overcome them with Affettion 
to Him, and perfwaded and enabled them to embrace Him in 
oi Aaa and all his Offices and Benefits as offered in the 
ofpet. 

By Dr. Colman’s Letter of ‘June 8. 1741. it appears 
¢ that in 1741, in Apri/, there were Nine or Ten, and in 
¢ May were Nineteen added to his Church : Among whom 
¢ (fays the Doétor) were many of the rich and polite of our 
¢ Sons and Daughters.’ + 

And the Rev. Mr. Webb, fenior Paftor of the New North, 
juft now informs me, with Refpect to his Church & People, 
in the following Words --- * Admiffiens to fut Communion of 
* thofe hopefully wrought upon in the late Day of Grace 
* about one Hundred and fixty: Of which one Hundred and 
* wo from January 1740,1 t01741,2. Of the above-men- 
‘ tioned, by far the greater Part have fince given hopeful 
« Signs of faving Conyerfion. And many more give good 
¢ Evidences of Grace ; but for the Reafons in your Account 
‘ [above] cannot be prevailed upon to come jo the Table of 
* the Lorn. 

In this Year 1741, the very Face of the Town feem’d to 
be ftrangely altered. Some who had not been here fince the 
Fall before, have told me their great Surprize at the Change 
in the general Look and Carriage of People, as foon as they 
landed. Even the Negroes & Boys in the Streets furprizingly 
left their ufual Rudenefs: I knew many of thefe had been 
greatly affected, and now were form’d into religious Societies. 
And one of our worthy Gentlemen exprefling his Wonder at 
the remarkable Change, inform’d me, that whereas he ufed 
with others on Saturday Evenings to vifit the Taverns, in 
order to clear them of Town Inhabitants, they were wont 
to find many there, and meet with Trouble to get them 
away ; but mow having gone at thofe Seafons again, he found 
them empty of all but Lodgers. 
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+ Preface to his Sermon of Souls fying to CHRIst. Printed 
at London in 1742. 
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Of that Time the Rev. Dr. Colman juftly writes to the 
Rev. Dr. Watts on Sept. 15. 1741, in the following Terms, 
© + Thanks be to Gop, in our Province the Impreffions of 
© Religion grow and increafe in a happy, wife, fedate Man- 
© ner, fuch as gives a joyous Profpect relating to the next 
© Generation, that our young Ones will be wife, grave, de- 
© vout Parents to their Children. 1 know not how to ad- 
© mire the pleafant, gracious Workof Gop: Our Leéfures 
© flourith, our Sabbaths are joyous, our Churches increafe, 
© our Minifters have new Life and Spirit in their Work.’ 

Of the fame Time the Rev. Mr. Cooper alfo writes on 
Nov. 20. 1741, in his noble Preface to Mr. Edwards’s moft 
excellent, folid, judicious and fcriptural Performance, as the ve- 
nerable Mr. Willifon of Scotland rightly ftiles them --- in the 
following Manner --- § I verily believe, in this our AZctropo- 
* lis, there were the laf Winter fome Thoufands under fuch 
religious Imprefijons as they never felt before. --- And as 
to the Fruits of this Work, (which we have been bid fo 
often to wait for) bleffed be Gop ! fo far as there has 
been Time for Obfervation they appear to be abiding. I 
don’t mean, that none have loft their Impreffions, or that 
there are no Inftances of Hypocrify and Apoftacy. Scrip- 
ture and Experience lead us to expect thefe at fuch a Seafon. 
It isto me Matter of Surprize and Thankfulnefs, that as 
yet there have been mo more. But I mean, That a great 
Number of thofe who have been awakened are {till feeking 
and ftriving to enter in at the ftrait Gate. The mof of 
thofe who have been thought to be converted, continue te 
give Evidences of their being new Creatures, and feem to 
cleave to the Lorp with full Purpofe of Heart. To be 
fure a mew Face of Things continues in this Town ; tho* ma- 
ny Circumftances concur to render fuch a Work not fo 
obfervable here, as in fmaller and diftant Places. Many 
Things not becoming the Profe/fion of the Gofpel arc ina 
Meature reformed. Taverns, Dancing-Schools, and fuch 
Meetines as have been call’d A/emblies, which have always 
prov’d unfriendly to ferious Godlinefs, are much lefs fre- 
quented. Many have reduc’d their Dre/s and Apparel, fa 
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t His Letter at the End of Mr. Edwards's aforefaid Sermon, 
printed at Londow in 1742. 
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* as tomake them look more like the Followers of the hum- 
¢ ble Jesus. And it has been both furprizing and pleafant 
*« to fee how fome younger People, and of that Sex too which 
* is moft fond of fuch Vanities, have put off the Bravery of 
© their Ornaments, as the Effeét and Indication of their feek- 
* ing the inward Glories of the King’s Daughter. Religion 
* is now much more the Subject of Converfation at Friends 
© Houfes, than ever I knew it. The Doé?rines of Grace are 
© efpous’d and relith’d. Private religious Meetings are greatly 
‘ multiplied. --- The publick Afemblies (efpecially Lectures) 
* are much better attended : And our Auditcries were never 
* foattentive and ferious. There is indeed an extraordinary 
* Appetite after the fincere Milk of the Word. It is morethan 
¢ a Twelvemonth fince an Evening-Ledure was fet up in 
* this Town ; there are now feveral ; two ecnftantly on 
© Tuefday and Friday- Evenings ; when fome of our mof? ca- 
* pacious Houfes are well fill’d, with Hearers who by their 
« Looks and Deportment feem to come to hear that ther 
* Souls might live. An Evening in Gop’s Courts is now 
* efteem’d better than many elfewhere. There is alfo great 
* Refort to Minifters in private. Our Hands continue full 
* of Work: And many Times we have more than we can 
* difcourfe with diftin€tly and feperately---.’ 

‘Fan. 11. 1741,2. moft of the afaciate Paffors of this Town 
agreed on a Courfe of Days of Prayer in their feveral Churches 5 
as the Rev. Dr. Sewall well exprefles it, in his Sermon on 
that Occafion preach’d in the South Church, Feb. 26.1741,2. 
* to blefs the Name of Gop for fpiritual Bleffings already 
© received in the remarkable Revival of his Work among us 
© and in many other Places ; to feek of Gop the more plentiful 
* Effufion of his HoLy Spirit; that the Lorp would pre- 
* ferve us and his People from every Thing that hath a Ten- 
© dency to quench his Sprrit and obftruct the Progrefs and 
© Succefs ot bis good Work , and that it may go on and prof- 
© per, “till the whole Land fhall be filled with the blefled 
* Fruits of the Sprrivr.’ And in his Sermon he fays, * We 
© ought to praife the Lorp that he has not left us without a 
© Witnefs of his divine Power and Grace in the wonderful 
© Operations of H1s SpiRiT in our Times. --- Let the Sucee/s 
© which Gop hath of late given to the Minifters of the Word 
© above what we have known inTimes pa/?, and animate us to 
* labour more abundantly. --- And let not any pervert what 
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* has been faid, to prejudice themfelves or others againft that 

* wonderful Work o Grace, which I verily believe, Gon has 
© wrought in this Town and other Places.’ 

In fome, this further Work of Conviction and effeé?ual Cal- 
jing was clecrer, in others more obicure, in others lets or 
more doubtful. And fo various likewile were the ‘Joys and 
Confelations rifing from the various Changes or Exercifes in 
them, or their various Applications to CHrist for Mercy. 
But herein their Paffors laboured to preferve them from Mif- 
takes, to difcover their Dangers on every Side, to lead them 
to a thorough Convi€tion and Humiliation, and thro’ thefe 
to right Views of CurisT and clofing with him ina faving 
Manner ; that they might not be deceiv’d with Joys or Con- 
folations which belonged not to them. 

Of thofe wha came not into full Communion with our 
Churches --- fome who were under ftrong Conviéfions and in 
a hopeful Way, have fince fadly loft them ; the Sprit of 
Gop has ceafed ftriving, and they are mors blind and hard 
than ever: And, fome of thefe like thofe under his ineffe€tual 
Influence in the ‘Apoftles Days ; After they have efcaped the 
Pollution of the World through the Knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour ‘Fefus Chrif?, are again entangled therein and overcome ; 
their latter End is worfe with them than the Beginning ; and 
it has happened to them according to the true Proverb, * the Dog 
© is turned to bis own Vomit again,and the Sow that was wa/fhed 
© to her wallowing in the Mire.’ 2 Pet. ii. 20,--22. And 
fome who had fair Refemblances both of faving Grace and 
holy ‘foy, whereby they for a Time deceived both theméfelves 
and others ; after high Appearances have fallen away: a 
fome who firft followed Curist himfelf, yet after left him ; 
and as he has reprefented the various Events of Impreffions 
made by his own and his Succeffors Preaching, in the Para- 
ble of the Sower, Mat. xiii. Mark iv. and Luke viii. 


{ To be eds our next. ) | 


Sold byD. Heasines inCornbil, the following Treatifes. 
Hote’ s poor doubting Chriftian drawn to CuRIsT. 
Shepara’s fincere Convert and found Believer. 
Willara’s Sacramental Meditations. 
Stoddard’ sSafetyof appearing in theRighteoufnefs of C-ikist; 
and Guide to CHRIST. 
Life and Death of Mrs.Bury: with h¢rElegy by Dr. Watts. 
Curist the King & Witnels of Trth, ByMr.80l.W ilitantss 








